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Eclectic Elementary
Music Education

Teaching Ideas from Denise 
Gagne, Artie Almeida and friends!
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We’ve Seen it All in 2020

vSchools Closed

vStudents Learning at Home

vZoom Lessons

vVirtual Choirs

2

Fall 2020 – ?
vSome schools will reopen near normally

vSome - 100% Online
vSome - hybrid: ½ in-person, ½ at home

vSome music teachers will have a music 
classroom.

vSome music teachers will be on a cart.
vStudents will need to be distanced

vIf there are outbreaks, schools may close again

3

Fall 2020

vSinging may/may not be allowed
Will make teaching using Kodaly pedagogy 

hard.

vKids will probably have to stay apart.
Will make collaborative in-person learning 

hard.

vMovement will be more “in place”

4

Music Teachers Need

Eclectic Lessons that can be adapted for

vSmall in-person spaced classes

vZoom lessons

vHome learning

5

Artie Almeida

• Florida Music Educator of the Year 

• International Educator 2006

• 29 publications 

• performed for AOSA, NAfME, Walt 
Disney World, FMEA

Alexander and the 
Terrible, Horrible, No 
Good, Very Bad Day,

6
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Artie’s Website:   http://artiealmeida.com/

http://artiealmeida.com/
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In Artie’s lesson she

• Shows notation for the words terrible, horrible, 
no good, very bad day!

• Reviews time signature, rhythms, measures, bar 
lines

• Divides group into 4 parts, giving each group an
instrument. All play on day!

• Reads the story, and each group plays on their
word

• This lesson and accompanying graphics are in
“Mallet Madness”
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Literacy Alive 2019

Denise went with volunteer teachers to Cayo and 
Punta Gorda, Belize to share strategies for 

teaching literacy with librarians and teachers.

At San Jose Succotz RC School I taught early 
literacy lessons with music.  
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Literacy Alive 2019

The school requested lessons with older 
grades.

But to fit into their schedule, we had to 
take double classes.  So: 

* 50+ kids, not enough desks.

* They’d never, ever had a music class.

* No projectors.  * No instruments.

All I had was the Alexander story on my 
“too small” iPad.
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Literacy Alive 2019
Despite the overcrowded class, and too-
small iPad, the students, aged 12-15 were 

engaged!

Then I used the words to derive the rhythm.
Terrible     qr q
Horrible     qr q
No Good   q q

Very Bad   qr q
Day q Q
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Literacy Alive 2019

Eclectic lesson by Artie Almeida

worked in an over-crowded classroom in

Belize!
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Katie Grace Miller

• Teaches at Lake George Elementary

• Regular contributor to Activate

Published Resources include:

• Get to the Point (with Artie Almeida)

• Awesome Books with Musical Hooks

• Beginners at the Bars

• Music and Magical Movement, Oh My

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
• Movement, 

Poems and 
Books

12
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TThhee ppooeemm,, ““IItt  iiss  FFoooolliisshh  ttoo  RReellaaxx””  iiss  bbyy  JJaacckk  
PPrreelluuttsskkyy

((nnoott SShheell SSiillvveerrsstteeiinn aass DDeenniissee aannnnoouunncceedd!!))

IItt’’ss  ffrroomm  hhiiss  ccoolllleeccttiioonn,,  ““IItt’’ss  RRaaiinniinngg  PPiiggss  aanndd  
NNooooddlleess..””
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Kathleen Thiesen

• Kathleen Theisen is a pianist, soprano, 
conductor, organist, composer and educator 

• music teacher and choral director in the Darien 
Public Schools, CT

• co-directs the district-wide Elementary Honors 
Chorus

• principal pianist with the Ridgefield Symphony

• Soprano soloist with numerous regional opera 
companies and symphonies

• Founder of Google Classroom for music teachers 
which now has 20,000 members! 

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
• Flipgrid
• Google 

Classrom
• Creating a 

Virtual Choir 
presentation
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Insert video of Kathleen’s Virtual Choir
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Stacy Werner

• Teaches at Rainbow Creek Elementary

• Was a child vocalist for Musicplay

• Has an ARCT in piano

• Edited the Musicplay Piano accompaniments

• Has published Super Simple Centers K-1 and 2-3

Goin’ on a Picnic Lesson

Literacy Lesson during Lockdown.

Using music to support literacy.

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
• Music Centers
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Link to the Song at Musicplayonline
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Dan Fee
• 34 years teaching experience

• Sings with South Shore Chorale

• Plays trumpet in Symphonic Band

• Adjudicates solo and ensemble festivals

• Frequent presenter at Orf f chapters and state 
conferences

Published Resources:

• Listening Fun

• More Listening Fun

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
• Listening Fun
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Katie’s Website:  https://katiegracemillermusic.
com/

Kathleen’s Website:  http://www.kathleen-
theisen.com/Kathleen_Theisen/Biography.
html

Super Simple Centers, by Stacy Werner
https://musicplayusa.com/collections/mu-
sic-centers

Link to the song at Musicplayonline.com

https://katiegracemillermusic.com/
https://katiegracemillermusic.com/
http://www.kathleentheisen.com/Kathleen_Theisen/Biography.html
http://www.kathleentheisen.com/Kathleen_Theisen/Biography.html
http://www.kathleentheisen.com/Kathleen_Theisen/Biography.html
https://musicplayusa.com/collections/music-centers
https://musicplayusa.com/collections/music-centers
https://musicplayonline.com/?s=goin+on+a+picnic&meter_stat=
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Link to Listening Fun Resource
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Christie Noble and Tracy Stener

• Christie Noble, recently retired, is a Music 
Specialist

• developed and implemented a music/literacy 
program for the Early Education Program at 

Mayfield School

• Tracy Stener is a Music specialist, who 
completed her Master’s Education focusing on 

music, literacy and movement for Early 
Education

• Teacher Consultant with Edmonton Public 
Schools.

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
Making Music, Literacy 
and Movement Fun for 
Everyone
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Stories and So Much More

By Christie Noble and Tracy Stener

This series of music/literacy Book/CDs use songs with manipulatives.  
Children use the manipulatives to show that they understand what they are 
singing – a great tool to help increase comprehension!
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Kerry Heisler
• 23 years teaching band, choir, guitar 

• Directs musicals

• Choral Clinician for JW Pepper Reading Clinic

Published Resources:

• Strictly  Warmups

Kerry’s Vocal Warmups are

Great for Zoom lessons or Home use

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
• Vocal 

Warmups
• Teaching choir, 

guitar, band 
virtually
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Smart Vocal Warmups
5 sets of warmups
-Physical warmup

-Breathing
-5 minute mid-range 

warmup for resonance, 
range, diction

-Vocal model of each 
exercise… voice drops out 

and students continue

LINK to PROJECTABLE

Book/CD with 
piano acc $20v Projectables: 

Interactive PDF
Or  Notebook $20

Both for $30
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Greg Gilpen
• ASCAP award-winning composer

• highly respected choral conductor

• Director of Educational Choral Publications 
for Shawnee Press

SSeessssiioonn  ##22  –– RReehheeaarrssaall  MMaatttteerrss!!

BBaacckk  ttoo  BBaassiiccss  ffoorr  OOnn--LLiinnee  LLeeaarrnniinngg

WWhhyy  WWee  SSiinngg

LLiivvee  ~~  VViirrttuuaall  CChhooiirr  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee

Artie & Denise
Online Odyssey
• Rehearsal Matters

24

Link to Listening Fun

Link to Stories and So Much More

Link to Strictly Warmups+Digital

Link to Kerry’s Website

Link to Greg Gilpen’s Website

https://musicplayusa.com/collections/listening-fun
https://musicplayusa.com/collections/listening-fun
https://musicplayusa.com/collections/storybooks/products/stories-and-so-much-more
https://musicplayusa.com/products/strictly-warmups-book-and-digital-resources?_pos=2&_sid=45e2ce11e&_ss=r
http://choralresource.com/
https://www.greggilpin.com/


© 2020 T&V    www.musicplay.ca      www.musicplayonline.com       1-888-562-4647        denise@musicplay.ca

7/7/20

5

Fall 2020 – Why We Teach

Music is a language that will speak to one and all.
Now, as much or more than ever, 
children need music in their lives.

In Music Class we can play, move, 
listen, read, write, create – and hopefully sing!
We will be Eclectic – and Flexible and Amazing

If we can’t sing at school – we’ll get kids singing at 
home!

Sing about what’s in their picnic!
Participate in virtual choirs!

25

Viewers – for watching!

Musicplay Tech Team ~ I don’t have the skills to do 
this without a team to edit video, set up Vimeo 

Live, monitor server activity, and update website to 
host recordings.

Musicplay Team and Staff ~ office, graphics, 
editing, programming, arranging, recording, and 

customer service ~ our team works hard every day 
to make Musicplayonline awesome!

Thank You’s
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Artie and Denise Online Odyssey
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Musicplayonline – Affordable Online Site!
$150/year USD for ALL grades!
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Register for Online Odyssey Virtual Conference    USA

Register for Online Odyssey Virtual Conference    Canada

www.musicplayonline.com

INFORMATION ON ARTIE AND DENISE ONLINE ODYSSEY

Sessions from the Online Odyssey will be recorded and available to view for 60 days 
after July 23rd.

Certificates of Hours will be awarded.

25+ HOURS OF INSTRUCTION ARE AVAILABLE - CHOOSE YOUR SESSIONS!

https://musicplayusa.com/products/artie-denise-workshop-2020
https://www.musicplaycanada.com/products/artie-denise-workshop-2020
https://musicplayonline.com/

