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THEMES & VARIATIONS

MuUcICcPLAY

PD for Music Teachers

Alberta - Intro to Orff Schulwerk, Spring 2023
Spring 2023: EDEL 595, a 3 credit University of Alberta graduate course taught

in Calgary Instructors: Sue Harvie and Heather Nail

Course Meetings:

Griffith Woods School (7652 26 Ave SW, Calgary)

e Tuesdays - 5:30-8:30: April 18, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23

e Saturdays 8:30am-3:00pm: April 29, May 13

For more information contact: Sue Harvie: sdharvie@ualberta.ca
Heather Nail: hnail@ualberta.ca Dr. Kathy Robinson: kri0@ualberta.ca

Free Webinar this week! Hop into April with Bunnies, the Musical
and Spring Activities Webinar with Denise Gagne and John Jacobson
Wednesday, March 22nd, 2023 at 4:30-5:30pm MST 6:30 EST

How many bunnies are too many bunnies? You'll have to check out
Bunnies, the Musical by John Jacobson to find out! Join John and Denise as
they share different activities and songs in April.
https://workshops.musicplay.ca/courses/hop-into-april-with-bunnies-the-
musical-and-spring-activities-webinar-with-denise-gagne-and-john-

jacobson/

Can't join the webinar? No problem - Our webinars are available 3 ways -
1. On our Workshops.Musicplay.ca site. LINK

2. On our YouTube Channel - Musicplay. LINK

3. On our new podcast - Musicplay Minutes. LINK to PODCASTS

Sing, Say, Dance and Play with Artie, Denise and JJ!
With special guest Mr. Frank on Bucket Drumming!
Washington, DC July 10-11
Austin, TX July 13-14
Virtual Only - July 20-21
More information and Registration: www.workshops.musicplay.ca
Teachers from 17 states have already registered for live or virtual.
This is going to be an amazing PD - a guaranteed good time!
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Who doesn't love bunnies? Whether you just love seeing baby bunnies in the spring, or you
want to share fun with the Easter Bunny, Musicplay has bunny songs, games, and activities

for you.

Not every student will be able to sing Easter songs. For that reason, we have just a few
songs that have an Easter theme, and many more that are about bunnies!

EASTER SONGS

Hurry Easter Bunny
»read d m s, ta and ti-ti rhythms

Little Bunny
+ copy rhythms

Bunny Hides a Basket
e drm sl song, ta and ti-ti rhythms
e dynamics

Easter Bunny Hops Along (K)
+ create with stick rhythms or with
color words.

This song could be non-Easter by substiting the word
"Little" for Easter.

- great reading song for Gr. 1-2 (3) with ta, titi

and do mi so

- it uses the melody of the folk song "Mouse Mousie"
and is played the same way - a fun chase game.

Little bunny hop, hop, hop, hop, hop, and hide some
eggs - yum, yum!

Recently on the Musicplay teachers group in Facebook,
a teacher posted a game she called right the room. In
her game, she made rhythm cards that she hid around
the classroom. The students had to find the rhythm
cards and copy them onto their worksheet.

I think this would be a fun adaptation of the original
game that I suggested for this song. Write rhythms on
egg shaped paper. Number them. Then hide them
around the room. Students would try to find all the
rhythms that were hidden and then copy them onto
their work sheet.

I will try to get rhythm cards created for this game
and posted on music play online before April.

Choose one student to hide the Easter basket and
another student to look for it. The student who is
going to hunt for the Easter basket leaves the room
while the hider hides it. When the finder returns, the
class sings the song, singing softly when the finder is
far away from the basket, and singing louder as the
finder gets closer to the basket. The basket must be
hidden in plain sight. The game continues until
everyone in the class has had a turn to hide the basket
or to find it. This is an excellent opportunity to review
“loud” and “quiet.” Remind the students that the
musical word for loud is forte and the musical word for
quiet is piano.

Original Game - This is an Easter egg hiding game.
Teach the song. Choose four or five students to be
“bunnies.” They hide colored plastic eggs where they
can be seen (in plain sight - not under something) in
the classroom while the class sings the song. At the
end of the song the class opens up their eyes and
hunts down the eggs. Choose four or five new students
to be “bunnies” and continue the game until all
students have had a turn to hide eggs.

Increase the musical learning in this game by writing
stick rhythms on plastic eggs before the students hide



BUNNY SONGS

John the Rabbit (PreK)
+ call and response

* vegetable rhythms - read, create

Chubby Little Snowman

Little Rabbit Foo Foo

« create illustrated mini books
or Big Class Book

* melodic direction (down...)

+ dramatize

* expressive singing/speaking

Letter J — Jump Jackrabbit
- reinforce early literacy

« create movement

- create new verses

Bunny Rabbit Boogie
e create movement
e create new verses

tnem. Lhoose Tour nigers ana wnen the eggs are rouna
they are brought to the teacher and the class will say
and clap the rhythms. Another way that you could
create rhythms is by using the colours of the eggs as
word rhythms.

As with all compositions done as a class, invite the
children to suggest new ways of arranging the
rhythms. And invite the children to think of new ways
to play the rhythms. They could use body percussion,
instruments or found sounds.

This is a really good call response song. | play this as a game
where the children are all little bunnies and every time they
sing yes ma'am they take a little jump closer to me. I'm the
farmer who doesn't want the bunnies in his garden. At the end
of the song | shoo the bunnies out of my garden and they go
back to the starting point and we play it again. It seems
ridiculously simple, but pre-K and kindergarten really like it.

There are many extensions that are possible after playing this
singing game. One of the first extensions that | do is vegetable
rhythms. The bunny is trying to eat the vegetables from the
farmers garden and so | make up vegetable carts and sing
more than it actually recorded. | decide how many vegetables
to do based on how close the children are to me. There are
vegetable rhythms in the rhythm practice section - prepare
rhythm. And there are rhythm cards in that section and with the
song that you can use to have children create or class to
create their own vegetable rhythms.

This is really a finger play about a snowman, but because the
rabbit comes and eats his bunny nose it's fun to review when
you're doing bunnies. And there is an actual video on the
poem in pre-K that shows a bunny doing just that.

This fun finger play/action song is always a favourite with the
kids. And for that reason | have it in both pre-K and in grade
one music play. There are many story books that illustrate this
song. Check to see what your library has in your school.

If you have enough time, you could have students create their
own illustrated mini book of the song or you could create a
class book of the song.

The alphabet action songs are all fun, and are easy to learn.
One of the things that make some easy to learn is repetitive
lyrics. In this song only one word changes with each verse
change.

There are literacy extensions to do with all the alphabet action
songs including printing practice, drawing two things that start
with the letter, and highlighting the letter.

Musically, the students will create movement as part of this
song and this is a great opportunity for them to create new
verses.

I've always enjoyed the bunny rabbit Bookie song. There are
easy movements, and you can always invite the children to
create new versus a new movements.



I Can do the Bunny Hop Too
- create movement

* brain teaser, as you add on
movements each verse

Rabbits Don’t Have Tails at All
«drms
* piggyback songs

Peter Rabbit Had a Habit
*msl
+ alternative to Lucy Locket

Old Mr. Rabbit (K)
* vegetable rhythms

Who doesn't love to body help? In this song the A section is
actions and the B section is dancing the Bunnyhop.

This is part of a key to musical called the best pet show ever.
You'll find the musical script, piano accompaniment, and kids
demos in UNITS-Programs-Best Pet Show.

This song has silly words sung to the tune of Mary had a little
lamp. I've always used this as a reading song for practising
reading do re mi. And the students have always enjoyed the
silly lyrics.

There are many extensions to this song particularly for
practising the solfa notes. There is a Solfa challenge and there
are worksheets that students could complete if you wish.

This is a new song in music play that was written as a
replacement for anyone who doesn't feel comfortable teaching
Lucy locket. The game is a chase game.

This is a great reading song using me so la and just ta and ti-ti

Game Directions: Two students make a bridge with their arms
raised. All the other students walk in a line through the bridge.
On the word “cabbage” the gate comes down trapping “Mister
Rabbit.” “Mister Rabbit” joins with the teacher to make a new
bridge. The next student trapped joins the first “Mister Rabbit.”
Continue making bridges until there are only a few students
left.

We've written a story that incorporates the song. So if you'd
rather do story than game,tell the story to the students, having
them sing each time the song occurs. Have a discussion about
why it’s important to eat vegetables with the students. The
story also touches on the them of “sharing.” Have the students
think of times when they might share something with someone
else

JOHN JACOBSON MUSICAL - BUNNIES

The Bunnie Song

The Bunny Hop

The neighbourhood is overrun with bunnies. They are
such good friends and frankly, just adorable. They are
going to the Annual Bunny Hop. The only problem is
they must pass through a forest full of wolves to get
there. The pack of wolves are howling and hunting for
tasty bunnies. But the wily bunnies charm the hungry
wolves with their irresistible adorableness. The wolves
couldn’t imagine eating such cute critters and seem to
be quite happy with the alternative diet choices the
bunnies offer them. In the end, the entire cast arrive
at the Bunny Hop and everyone starts dancing and
hopping, including the audience

Engage Your Music Classes - Part 3 is coming soon!



Free Webinar this week: Hop into April with

Bunnies, the Musical and Spring Activities
Webinar with Denise Gagne and John Jacobson
Wednesday, March 22nd, 2023 at 4:30-5:30pm MST 6:30 EST
How many bunnies are too many bunnies? You'll have to check out Bunnies, the
Musical by John Jacobson to find out! Join John and Denise as they share
different activities and songs in April.

https://workshops.musicplay.ca/courses/hop-into-april-with-bunnies-the-musical-and-spring-activities-webinar-with-
denise-gagne-and-john-jacobson/

Can't join this week's webinar?
No problem - Our webinars are available 3 ways -
1. On our Workshops.Musicplay.ca site. Link
2. On our YouTube Channel - Musicplay. LNk
3. On our new podcast - Musicplay Minutes. LINK to PODCASTS

NOTE: You are receiving this newsletter because in the past 2-3 years you created an
account with Musicplay. (Musicplayonline, MusicplayCanada or MusicplayUSA). This
newsletter includes teaching tips, ideas and/or information on what's new for the week on
the Musicplay site. To unsubscribe, scroll to the end of the newsletter and select
unsubscribe.

Contact Info

Canadian Office: Themes & Variations - creators of Musicplay.
#3-4664 Riverside Drive Red Deer, AB T4N 6Y5
sales@musicplay.ca 1-888-562-4647 support@musicplayonline.com

Musicplay  #3-4664 Riverside Drive « Red Deer, Alberta T4N 6Y5
https://musicplay.ca
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