
Unlocking the
magic of the
Nutcracker
Discover Classroom Resources
Available on Musicplay Online
by Stacy Werner 



Learning Goals
Identify and access Nutcracker resources available
on Musicplay Online.
Demonstrate movement routines and instrumental
play-alongs using selections from The Nutcracker.
Relate musical concepts to specific songs from The
Nutcracker to enhance understanding.



History of The Nutcracker
The Nutcracker has its origins in a story by E.T.A. Hoffmann, titled "The
Nutcracker and the Mouse King,” published in 1816. Hoffmann's tale
features a young girl named Clara, who receives a nutcracker doll that
comes to life and battles the evil Mouse King. 
In 1892, Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky adapted Hoffmann's
story into a ballet, with choreography by Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov. The
premiere took place at the Mariinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg, but it
received a lukewarm reception initially.
The Nutcracker became a beloved holiday tradition, especially in the United
States, thanks to its enchanting music—like the "Dance of the Sugar Plum
Fairy"—and vibrant choreography. Today, it is one of the most performed
ballets, celebrated for capturing the magic of the holiday season and the
wonder of childhood.



Where on Musicplay?
Select UNITS on the

left-hand menu of the
Musicplay homepage.

Scroll down and select
NUTCRACKER

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


New! Digital Storybook



Chinese Dance
Listening Map1.
Listening Log2.
Movement Game3.
Rhythm Playalong 14.
Rhythm Playalong 25.
Rhythm Playalong Body Percussion6.
Paper Plate Routine7.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


Dance of the SugarPlum Fairy
Listening Map1.
Paper Plate Routine2.
Listening Glyph3.
Rhythm Playalong 4.
Compare/Contrast 1 and 25.
Rhythm Playalong Body Percussion6.
Paper Plate Routine7.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


Dance of the Mirlitons

Listening Log1.
Rhythm Playalong 12.
Rhythm Playalong 23.
Flashlight Routine4.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


Minature Overature

Listening Log1.
Rhythm Playalong 12.
Rhythm Playalong 23.
Rhythm Playalong 34.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


Trepak

Listening Log1.
Rhythm Playalong 12.
Rhythm Playalong 23.
Scarves Movement4.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


Waltz of the Flowers

Listening Log1.
Plate Routine2.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


March

Bucket Drum Playalong1.

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
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Form Tool

https://musicplayonline.com/toolbox/form-tool/


Extra Resources

Storybook 
Colouring Pages

Ballet Videos Listening Logs
(multi-grade options)

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/


George Balanchine's The Nutcracker
(1993)

Available for DVD purchase on
Amazon.
Was available on Amazon Prime.



Questions?
Wednesday Webinars

Musicplay Newsletter

Musicplay Teachers Facebook

Musicplay YouTube

Musicplay Instagram

stacy@musicplay.ca


