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UNLOCKING THE
MAGIC OF THE
NUTCRACKER

Discover Classroom Resources
Available on Musicplay Online
by Stacy Werner




LEARNING GOALS

® |dentify and access Nutcracker resources available
on Musicplay Online.

® Demonstrate movement routines and instrumental
play-alongs using selections from The Nutcracker.

® Relate musical concepts to specific songs from The
Nutcracker to enhance understanding.
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HISTORY OF THE NUTCRACKER

e The Nutcracker has its origins in a story by E.T.A. Hoffmann, titled “The

Nutcracker and the Mouse King,” published in 1816. Hoffmann’s tale

features a young girl named Clara, who receives a nutcracker doll that

comes to life and battles the evil Mouse King,.

In 1892, Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky adapted Hoffmann’s

story into a ballet, with choreography by Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov. The

premiere took place at the Mariinsky T
received a lukewarm reception initial

‘heatre in St. Petersburg, but it

y.

The Nutcracker became a beloved ho

wonder of childhood.

iday tradition, especially in the United

States, thanks to its enchanting music—like the “Dance of the Sugar Plum
Fairy“—and vibrant choreography. Today, it is one of the most performed
ballets, celebrated for capturing the magic of the holiday season and the
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There was a knock on the door. Clara rushed wef; 5;611wed c|oseiy b;}"Fritz.
It was Mr. Drosselmeyer, and they welcomed him in.

Then, the walls began to quake.
From every corner and every door,
mice seampered into the room.

A much larger mouse followed the
stampede; it was the Mouse King.

NEW! DIGITAL STORYBOOK

He called Clara over. She peeked
into the bag as he revealed the
last toy. 1t was a Nutcracker doll.

- ) Mr. Drosselmeyer placed a walnut

in its mouth and showed Clara
how to use Nuteracker’s jaw to
crack the nut open.

The snowy forest morphed before Clara’s eyes. Trees turned to candy canes and snow to
sugarplums. When the sleigh stopped, they were greeted by the Sugar Plum fairy.




CHINESE DANCE

1.Listening Map
Chinese Dance | 2.Listening Log

From the Ballet - The Nutcracker
Peter Illich Tchaikovsky

3.Movement Game

4.Rhythm Playalong 1
5.Rhythm Playalong 2

6.Rhythm Playalong Body Percussion

/.Paper Plate Routine



https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
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DANCE OF THE SUGARPLUM FAIRY

1.Listening Map

2.Paper Plate Routine
3.Listening Glyph

4.Rhythm Playalong
5.Compare/Contrast 1 and 2

6.Rhythm Playalong Body Percussion

/.Paper Plate Routine



https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/

DANCE OF THE MIRLITONS

1.Listening Log
2.Rhythm Playalong 1
3.Rhythm Playalong 2
4. Flashlight Routine



https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
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MINATURE OVERATURE

1.Listening Lo
]5. overture from The Nutcracker g g

Play Along 2.Rnythm Playalong 1

Jouer avec Tocar con
P B iy )&\ p @ f' 3.Rhythm Playalong 2
S Jo:) - I 4.Rhythm Playalong 3



https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/

1.Listening Log

2.Rhythm Playalong 1

3.Rhythm Playalong 2

4.Scarves Movement



https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/

WALTZ OF THE FLOWERS

Waltz of the Flowers from the Nutcracker
Peter llyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

Directions: As you listen, think about the music and try to answer as many of the questions as you can.
When the selection ends, discuss your answers.

1. What instrument families do you hear? Strings Brass Woodwind Percussion 1 . I_I St e n I n g I_O g

2. What instruments do you hear? 2 . P | O te R O U ti n e

3. What is the tempo of the music? Sloweeceecsccccscscccccscccceeee yery fast
largo presio

4. Is the music quiet or loud? (dynamics) Very quiete seeceecccsccccscsseesdvery loud

rp /A

5 Is the music smooth and flowing or separated and detached? é’ ==== é €id2 4
smooth separated

6. Describe the mood of the piece.

7. How does this music make you feel?



https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
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Bucket

Drum Playalong


https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/






















FORM TOOL

Form
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Choose the shapes that represent the form.
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www.musicplay.ca



https://musicplayonline.com/toolbox/form-tool/
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The Nutcracker Story
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Once upon a time, there was a young girl named Clara,
Her godfather, Drosselmeier, gave her a very special
Christmas gift at the annual family party - a beautiful
nutcracker doll.

Clara snuck out of her room in the middle of the night to
check on the nutcracker doll. Clara fell asleep holding
the Nutcracker and began to dream.
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EXTRA RESOURCES

Storybook

Colouring Pages

Ballet Videos

Listening Kit 2

Listening Log

Directions: As you listen, think about the music and try to answer as many of the
questions as you can. When the selection ends, discuss your answers,

1. What instrument families do you hear?

Strings  Brass Woodwind  Percussion
‘_“ -m'—i R ———

2. What instruments do you hear?

3. How fast is the music? (tempo)

SloWessesscssesssssscssessesayery fost
largo andante allegro presto

4, Is the music quiet or loud? (dynamics)

Very quietseesssssnscssssnssesessssevery loud
o » S £

5. Is the music smooth or seporated?
smooth separated

6. What does this music make you think of?

7. How does this music make you feel?
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Listening Logs

(multi-grade options)


https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/
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George Balanchine's The Nutcracker
(1993)

e Available for DVD purchase on

Amazon.
e \Was available on Amazon Prime.




QUESTIONS?

e Wednesday Webinars

e Musicplay Newsletter
e Musicplay Teachers Facebook

\ e Musicplay YouTube

e Musicplay Instagram

stacy@musicplay.ca



