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● Performance planning thoughts
● Tried and true
● Ideas for various occasions and 

times of year
● Make your search less 

overwhelming



  Joyce Holoboff
● 33 years (yikes!) with Wolf Creek Public Schools
● Current assignment is K-3 Music and Junior High 

band 
● I love

○ Making music with a group
○ Coffee - the gas in my tank!
○ Popcorn 
○ Fitness and health
○ Reading cookbooks - and sometimes I actually make 

something :)

It’s all about the 

JOY



Folk dances

Plates, scarves, lights 
and more!

So many choices !

Any classroom 
instruments

Dramatize, accompany, 
or add sounds effects 

to a story

Just Sing! for the Seasons 
and Festivals and Holidays
unit is a good place to start

Sing

Listening Fun

Play Move

Literacy 
connection

Celebrate a 
Season

What Children Learn 
from Performing 

poster!

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/just-sing-for-the-seasons/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/?tax%5Bunit-categories%5D%5Bfestivals-and-holidays%5D=on
https://musicplayonline.com/media/what-children-learn-from-performing-poster/
https://musicplayonline.com/media/what-children-learn-from-performing-poster/
https://musicplayonline.com/media/what-children-learn-from-performing-poster/


Concert Planning
● Concert Planning Unit - guiding questions

● Backwards Planning
● TIME FRAME
● Available help

TIP - mark out the stage 
dimensions with tape on the 
floor in the music room. You 
can practice what it will look 
like and where everyone will 
stand (and take photos so you 
will remember) even before 
you get to the venue.  

● Opportunity to practice in 
the performance venue

● Keep it simple (student success 
vs. brilliant performance)

● Expect the unexpected! 

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/concert-planning/?my_access_code=J650512


Where to begin… Units Programs and 
Musicals

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/?tax%5Bunit-categories%5D%5Bprograms%5D=on&is_archive=1&archive_type=post
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/?tax%5Bunit-categories%5D%5Bprograms%5D=on&is_archive=1&archive_type=post


Many options for teaching 
and presentation eg, Rain Rain

● Accompaniment track
● Videos
● Projectables - I like the “Lyrics” videos
● Interactives
● Arrangements
● Printables
● Teacher tools
● Concert Etiquette Rap

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/rain-rain/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/secular-christmas/?my_access_code=J650512


Hot tip from John Jacobson !

For a program with dialogue - project the 
dialogue on a wall or screen behind the 
performers. The audience will still know 
what is being said, even if the speaker makes 
a mistake, doesn’t speak clearly, etc.  

And they’ll maybe get the jokes!!! 



Fall/ Harvest/ Thanksgiving

● Los Machetes - harvest song from Mexico
● Autumn, Vivaldi - plates, scarves (fun 

dramatization)
● Turkey Tango - from Alphabet Action songs

Hallowe’en
● Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything
● Monster Mash Cup Game
● Instruments - Ghost of Tom boomwhacker chords, 

ukulele
- Old Woman All Skin and Bones - recorder, uke, 

guitar

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/blue-dances/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-f4ee1695e6c49a779b35b3f22faa1b80
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/autumn-vivaldi/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/t-turkey-tango/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-1-b5030a755e45b2158b7f80121d04b1a9
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/halloween/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=the-little-old-lady-who-was-not-afraid-of-anything-part-2-05d4330f9104c1e320a5e63634aa1b6f
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/halloween/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=how-to-play-the-cup-game-107494430090b2049d1a8e868c931f38
https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2015/04/05018_ghost_k8-1.pdf
https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2015/04/03021_OldWoman_UkeC_K2.pdf


November 11 unit
- Songs of Peace
- Unity songs

● In Flanders' Fields - black light performance 
(see last slide for resources)

● Sample Scripts for assemblies
● Sing for Peace (easy choir song); also in 

French
● Rhythm Band - Holiday Concert Ideas

○ Shine a Light for Peace - teach 
chorus/verse or AB form

○ Just One Candle - also ASL sign language 

Also - recorded versions of 
“Last Post” and “Reveille”

        NEW !! 
"Thank You" 

song

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/november-11th/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/in-flanders-fields/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2020/10/nov11_remembrance_sample.pdf
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/chantons-pour-la-paix/
https://musicplayonline.com/learning-modules/holiday-concert-ideas-virtual-no-singing/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/shine-a-light-for-peace/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-04027-shine-a-light-for-peace-one-page-lyrics-copy-copy-copy
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/thank-you/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/thank-you/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/thank-you/?my_access_code=J650512


If it has the word “light” in it…
        Bring out the lights!!

Finger lights
Tea lights

Battery-operated candles
Black lights

Literally anything that lights up!!

https://musicplayonline.com/?s=lights&is_archive=undefined&archive_type=undefined


Time saving tip!
Teach your class/choir a 

“peace” or “unity” song for 
November 11, then use that 
song again at Christmas 
For example, 

This year our Grade 3 
Choir will be doing 
Children Together

https://musicplayonline.com/songs/children-together/?my_access_code=J650512%5C


Where to find Christmas
resources:
★ Advent unit - sacred
★ Christmas Line Dances
★ Christmas Sacred unit
★ Christmas Santa unit
★ Christmas Secular unit
★ Nutcracker
★ Programs and Musicals



○ Performed with Grade 2’s and 3’s (about 100 students)
○ Revised and much simplified kids' script, “readers’ 

theatre” style
○ Simple costumes with fewer cookie groups

■ Bakers
■ Cookies - Christmas trees, Christmas bells, 

gingerbread boys and girls, chocolate chip, 
fortune cookies, sandwich cookies

■ Puppies

Units - Programs and Musicals
Christmas Cookies

John Jacobson

“Who 
wants a 
cookie?” 
song is 
just the 
best! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VS6STdwy__XYHxRukhBh3QqjygC2wTcI4F_NlyGkWds/edit?usp=sharing
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/?tax%5Bunit-categories%5D%5Bprograms%5D=on&is_archive=1&archive_type=post


Christmas Cookie costumes

Puppies - headbands
Chocolate chip cookies

Christmas cookies - trees and bells

Chef hats - Amazon
Aprons - Dollarama



Sandwich cookies

Fortune 
Cookies 

Gingerbread cookies - 
boys and girls

Helpful Hint!
Don’t be afraid to simplify 

John’s choreography!!



More Christmas Ideas
● Nutcracker - find in Units: Listening

○ Instruments, movements, plates, lights, scarves
○ Program idea: “Nutcracker Double Double” 
○ Finish with Artie’s “The Platecracker”

● Many John Jacobson musicals!
● One-stop shopping - everything you need is there!!

○ Starbucks - song “Shine” is a good concert opener
○ Gnome for the Holidays
○ NEW!! “It’s a Boy”

● Denise Gagne classics - “Survival Santa”; “Slapshot 
Santa”; “The Best Christmas Gift”

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/the-nutcracker/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/?tax%5Bcontent-creator%5D%5Bjj%5D=on&tax%5Bunit-categories%5D%5Bprograms%5D=on


Christmas Sacred unit
★ Advent Unit

★ Traditional carols

★ Play-alongs

★ Listening activities

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/happy-holidays-copy/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/advent/?my_access_code=J650512


St. Patrick's Day unit
● Connaughtman's Rambles rhythm play 

along or body percussion
● Leprechaun improvisation

Videos are useful as you can change the speed!

Friendship/ Pink Shirt
●  A Place in the Choir unit
● Songs for a Brighter World unit
● “Friends Forever” song

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/st-patricks-day/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/connaughtmans-rambles/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=rhythm-play-along-6d5de860c0effd8691522dfcf6ee6362
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/connaughtmans-rambles/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=rhythm-play-along-6d5de860c0effd8691522dfcf6ee6362
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/st-patricks-day/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=lyrics-513def59dfeab22b375e20ac78f96f61
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/a-place-in-the-choir/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/songs-for-a-brighter-world/?my_access_code=J650512


Easter and Spring
Easter unit
● Old Mister Rabbit - story with instruments; 

also Cute game
● YouTube recommendation - Laurie Berkner 

band - “I Know a Chicken” (younger kids)
● John Jacobson "Bunnies" musical
● Little Rabbit Foo Foo
● Rain, Rain

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/easter/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/old-mr-rabbit/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=story-1cfbf987e47f1470332893c763b03a58
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/old-mr-rabbit/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-3ef029e74b8d5e0c535de7e6b3641738
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/bunnies-the-musical/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/little-rabbit-foo-foo/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-2b0162be24cb2330f345a1781eb02129


Spring Unit - Bonus: Literacy connections !
● Rain Rain - kids demo

○ Play with Orff, Boomwhackers plus metals
● Plant a Rainbow - poem; add B section with body 

percussion or instruments
● Rain Storm story - student generated 

More Spring ideas …

Mother's Day
-Mom, You’re the Best
-That’s My Mom
(younger grades)
- Gitsigakomim

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/spring/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/spring/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=rain-rain-kids-demo-adc2b0295bbdc1ee7b91eb0db63e9336
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/rain-rain/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-boomwhacker-rain-rain-word-highlight
https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2020/10/spring_plant_rainbow.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yh3eOwAzsp7M2OqdVqXzIQ45OCAKe4iUSZYmUEYS-OU/edit?usp=sharing
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/mothers-day/?my_access_code=J650512


Spring (or anytime) musicals
- Bingo - Jacobson
- Best Pet Show Ever - K-3 musical - Gagne
- Meow! - The Most Excellent Tale of Rover and 

Mewliet - Jacobson
- Big Dreams - musical revue - could make a good 

farewell program 
- Just Sing
- Razza- majazz
- High Seas

Earth Day - April 22 !
- Earth Day unit
- One Planet musical - by 

Denise Gagne

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/bingo/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/best-pet-show/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/meow/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/meow/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/big-dreams/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/earth-day/?my_access_code=J650512


June/ Graduation/ Farewell/
 Thank You

PreK and K 
Graduation
● PreK Grad
● We Did It
● Let Your Light Shine

(add lights !!)

Retirement
★ Thank You, Teacher
★ We Will, We Will 

Miss You - my 
adaptation 

Volunteers - 
Our Hats Off 
to You

   Campfire 
unit

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/thank-you-teacher/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=lyrics-86879086305b8cdb26ad3e7cf07fa4d9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mTwY3l2gs1i9YQqeIx-X9IjWAXBg_cJzjkubWlK8OrE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mTwY3l2gs1i9YQqeIx-X9IjWAXBg_cJzjkubWlK8OrE/edit?usp=sharing
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=our-hats-off-to-you-lyrics-352e02986293014bc09e75baf9020272
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=our-hats-off-to-you-lyrics-352e02986293014bc09e75baf9020272
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/farewell-and-graduation/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=our-hats-off-to-you-lyrics-352e02986293014bc09e75baf9020272
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/campfire-unit/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/campfire-unit/?my_access_code=J650512


Show off some Literacy connections !
● Storybook Lessons in MusicPlay pdf
● Mortimer - 3 ways - rhythm instruments, Orff, 

djembes/drums
● Kindergarten Spring Literacy unit
● Alphabet Action songs
● Old Mister Rabbit
● Chicken Little
● Little Rabbit Foo Foo

https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2021/09/StoryBook-Lessons-in-Musicplay-complete.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AZOGvyPf-yoSFdAeIhHZ1AfEs6ZSYd2T2assCpdsEB4/edit?usp=sharing
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/kindergarten-spring/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/alphabet-songs-and-activities/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/old-mr-rabbit/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/lesson-34-tips-and-extras/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=concept-https-musicplayonline-com-activities-library-01101a-chicken-little-story
https://musicplayonline.com/songs/little-rabbit-foo-foo/?my_access_code=J650512&modal=kids-demo-2b0162be24cb2330f345a1781eb02129


Anytime ideas
● Cookies - the Musical
● Bucket Drumming and other instruments
● Folk dances - La Raspa, Seven Jumps, Los 

Machetes
● Basketball Performance Ideas unit
● Kickball Performance Ideas unit
● Listening activities using plates, scarves, 

finger lights, and more! Carnival of the 
Animals - Listening With Props and 
Movement unit

TIP !!
Create a generic theme to 
tie together individual 
selections, eg) Christmas 
Fun (jokes); Merry Rockin’ 
Christmas

https://musicplayonline.com/instruments/
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/orange-dances/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/orange-dances/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/campfire-unit/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/listening-with-props-and-movement/?my_access_code=J650512
https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/listening-with-props-and-movement/?my_access_code=J650512


When it’s all over…
● Breathe, enjoy the accolades, celebrate with a beverage 

(you’ve earned it!)
● Take 5 minutes to note things that you will keep and 

change
● Student assessment

○ Use a rehearsal to assess effort and performance - I 
like to take a video 

○ Student self-assessments
■ Evaluate a Performance worksheet - upper 

elementary
■ Concert Performance assessment - Grade 3 and 

up
■ Concert Self-Evaluation worksheet - lower grades
■ Concert Star and Wish - Holoboff

https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2015/04/03001_ilike_m4.pdf
https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2022/09/Concert-Performance-assessment-copy.pdf
https://musicplayonline.com/wp-content/uploads/private/2020/10/happyholidays_concert_selfevaluation.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mSCO5s8zBwX8I6xtwTIoo2tz5uISicbpM9oPaCb3jcw/edit?usp=sharing


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons 
by Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik 

Thanks!
Do you have any questions?

joyce.holoboff@wolfcreek.ab.ca

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons 
by Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik 

“In Flanders Fields” resources:
● Lyrics and movement 

suggestions

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gUtKHDCIPGV-yYxJ88BKn2JLAmY9R2xDJtjo-d6n0Rg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gUtKHDCIPGV-yYxJ88BKn2JLAmY9R2xDJtjo-d6n0Rg/edit












Sing for Peace - 
D. Gagne



“Shine” 
From “Starbucks” musical




