
MUSICPLAY MENTORSHIP
with Stacy Werner

SESSION #2 - PLANNING TOOLS AND RESOURCES



WHAT WE WILL LEARN...
Planning Documents

Where to locate and what is available.

Learning Modules

Explore pre-made weekly lesson options.

My Lists 

How to use and create a list together.

Units Section

Teaching Tips!



THIS OR THAT - WHOLE CLASS MIXER

This or That Student Mixer - Back to School Unit

https://musicplayonline.com/units-list/back-to-school/


BACKWARDS PLANNING IS KEY!
Questions to ask at the start of the school year:

How many minutes per week? How many class times per week?

How many classes per month/quarter/year?

Themes or holidays you want to cover at particular times?

Concerts, presentations, musicals, filed trips, musician visits.

Whole-school Events - Concerts, Assemblies, Special Activities

Give extra time - unexpected events always come up!



BACKWARDS PLANNING IS KEY!
Questions to ask at the start of the school year:

What concepts/skills should students know by the end of the year?

In what order will you introduce/revisit these concepts across grade

levels?

When and how will you assess student progress (formative and

summative assessments)?

What songs, games, and activities align with your goals and seasonal

themes?



PLANNING DOCUMENTS
LESSON PLANNING SECTION



LESSON PLANNING SECTION
You can find the “Lesson Planning”

section on Musicplay at the bottom of

the content bar on the left side of the

homepage.

The lesson planning section provides

access to various helpful documents

to assist with successful lesson

planning.



WHAT WE WILL LEARN POSTERS:

These posters are available for all

grade levels on Musicplay Online. 

They provide a clear, easy-to-follow

overview of the musical concepts and

skills taught at each grade level.

Great to share with students and

parents.

https://musicplayonline.com/media/what-we-will-learn-pk-6/


K-6 SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:
Covers the Elements of Music: Rhythm,

Melody, Timbre, Expression, Form,

Texture/Harmony.

Highlights which aspects are taught in

each grade.

Provides a general overview rather

than specific details.

Shows how musical skills are

developed throughout elementary

school.



SCOPE AND SEQUENCE WITH SONGS
Connects the elements of music from the previous document, to

songs that teach those elements on Musicplay.



K-MIDDLE SCHOOL YEAR PLANS
Lays out all elements and their aspects to

be covered each month for grades K–6.

First outline your year by how many times

you’ll see your students.

Use this document to stay on track

throughout the year.

There is an editable version available for

you to make changes as needed.



MORE! IN THE LESSON PLANNING SECTION:
Music Advocacy Posters

Curriculum Correlations

Highlights - Reading Songs, Super Fun Songs, Storybook Lessons

(These are the core songs/activities of the program for me!)

Substitute Teaching Plans

I Can Statements



GRADE SPECIFIC PLANNING DOCUMENTS
From the landing page, select a grade level.

This will bring you to the “Supporting Resources” section for that

grade level.

From here you have access to more specific planning tools for each

grade level:

Overview - all long range planning documents

Classified Indexes and Lists

National Standards

Assessments

and More!



GRADE SPECIFIC PLANNING DOCUMENTS



MONTHLY PLANS
Find in the “Supporting Resources” section for that grade level.

Gives an outline  of the songs used for each week and the outline

for the weekly learning modules. 



WEEKLY PLANS
Go into the song list for a specific

grade and select a song. 

Scroll down to “Teacher Tools” and

select “Week at a Glance”.

This includes an outline of where

that song fits into the sequence of

the program and what else you can

include for that week.



LEARNING MODULES
WEEKLY LESSONS



LEARNING MODULES
Organized by grade level (Pre-K to Middle School) plus special thematic lessons.
Provide a full curriculum and weekly lesson plans.
Each module includes a 45–60 minute weekly lesson aligned with a typical
school year.
Each lesson contains:

Brief activity description
Suggestions for extra activities
Lesson objectives
Teacher’s lesson guide
MPO resources for each activity

Includes "How to Use MPO" orientation videos.
Sort modules by grade or theme using the sub-categories on the left menu.
Tutorial video: Watch here

https://musicplayonline.com/learning-modules/562663-copy-copy-copy-copy/


CUSTOMIZE LEARNING MODULES
Select “More Actions”, then “Clone”
This will copy the module into your “My Lists”
From here, you can edit and add additional links you want to include
in your lesson.
There is also an “Editable Lesson Guide” you can download and write
in your own changes. 

REMEMBER - Musicplay is a menu. The teacher is not expected to teach
every song or activity. Choose the songs and activities from the list that
will best fit your schedule and the needs of your students. 



MY LISTS
CUSTOMIZABLE LESSON PLANS



My Lists lets you save and organize content from MusicplayOnline.
Use the Add to My Lists button on eligible content to save it.
Organize saved items into folders within My Lists.
Can copy learning modules into My Lists to customize.
Add links outside of Musicplay into your lessons.
Add key words to make your lists searchable.

MY LISTS



Let’s build a “My List” together!

Concept Focus: 4 beamed sixteenth notes (tika-tika)

We want to be able to share our list with another teacher

We will use the search tool to find appropriate song choices.

We will include some extra practice ideas.

We need a create a folder, and organize this lesson to the folder.

MY LISTS



UNITS SECTION
ENHANCE YOUR LESSONS



Units group activities and resources by
theme or topic.
Displayed alphabetically on the Units
home page.
Search by sub-category (left menu) or by
keyword (search bar at top).
Each unit shows its language, sub-
category, and content creator.
Some unit elements may also appear in
Learning Modules, but full units are
grouped here.
Tutorial video: Watch here

UNITS SECTION

https://musicplayonline.com/learning-modules/562663-copy-copy-copy-copy-copy/


Use the Unit Section to enhance and add more to lesson modules.
Units offer extra activities, printables, and games that let you reinforce
concepts, explore themes, and adapt lessons to fit the needs of your
students.
These options make it easy to be culturally responsive, offering a wide
variety of resources so students can see themselves reflected in the
music classroom.
Units to Highlight:

Back to School
Exploring Popular Genres
Our Musical World

UNITS SECTION



TEACHING TIPS
TRANSITIONS AND PACING



Teach pathways to music spots and
around the room—make it silly and fun.
Model wrong ways first for laughs, then
show the correct way.
Use visual cues (tape, Velcro, or dots) to
mark line-up spots and prevent crowding.
Dismiss students in small groups (by
color, row, or one by one) for calmer exits.
Add variety with movement themes
(Space Walk, Robot Walk, Tiptoe).
Incorporate drumming or instruments to
keep students engaged and focused.

ENTER AND EXIT TIPS:



Give directions musically (e.g., teach
instrument rule with body percussion: “If
you play before I say, I’ll take your
instrument away”). Vary dynamics and
tempos.
Use clapping, stepping, or body percussion
to show rhythm to a song while changing
activities.
Sing the next song as students move; have
them listen for a specific detail (e.g., in Bee
Bee Bumblebee: “What does the bee
sting?”).
Move to the melodic contour of a song,
returning to spots by the end.

TRANSITIONS BETWEEN ACTIVITIES



Better to keep activities short.
Consider student attention span.
Movement activities between seated activities.
Talk less - do more!
Movement breaks are needed. 

Have some energizer activities that you can do when you see they are
restless.
Check out these Movement Fun Favourites on Musicplay
Online:

MOVEMENT FUN FAVOURITES

PACING

https://musicplayonline.com/learning-modules/movement-song-favorites-pk-k-1-3/


Body Percussion Echoes
Shhh… Rhythm Pattern
If you can hear me…. (Say a movement)
Turn Off the Lights
Boom-snap-clap:

Teacher: Boom-snap-clap, boom-boom-snap-clap-snap
Class echoes: Boom-snap-clap, boom-boom-snap-shh

ATTENTION GRABBERS



Singing
Music Listening
Movement
Music Literacy (reading/writing)
Playing Instruments
Create and/or Play
Assess/Reflect

WHAT TO INCLUDE IN DAILY PLANS



Website Support:
support@musicplay.ca

Pedagogical Support:
stacy@musicplay.ca

TEACHER SUPPORT



Wednesday Webinars
Musicplay Newsletter
Musicplay Teachers
Facebook
Musicplay YouTube
Musicplay Instagram

QUESTIONS

Email: stacy@musicplay.ca
Instagram: @stacymusicplay


