MUSIC CENTERS AND CLASSROOM GAMES
ENGAGING STUDENTS THROUGH PLAY

Stacy Werner - Wednesday Webinar
Email: stacy@musicplay.ca Instagram: @stacymusicplay
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Session Goals:

* Explore a variety of music center resources with minimal prep.

¢ Use MusicplayOnline centers, including the new recorder centers.
* Apply practical strategies for managing music centers.

* Make play a meaningful part of music instruction.

Why Centers?

* Promotes student ownership of learning

* Encourages responsibility and problem-solving

* Easily differentiated for diverse learners

* Allows the teacher to act as a facilitator

* Provides opportunities for one-on-one assessment
¢ Hands-on, engaging, and fun for students

When I Do Centers...

e Assessment

* Rest Day

e Long class period

¢ Before a school break
¢ Recorder and Ukulele

Geting Started...

» Which grade levels are you planning for? (K-2, 3-5)
¢ How much time is available for each session?

¢ How many students are in each class?

* What types of workspaces are available?

* What concepts should students practice?

¢ How can centers be differentiated to meet all learning needs?
* How can centers be prepared quickly?

oS
MugicpLay
ONLINE

© 2025 Themes & Variations Inc. For classroom use only. All rights reserved.


https://www.canva.com/design/DAG4_FIL6i0/scsrxOXr9wrO3MyHzUOPVA/view?utm_content=DAG4_FIL6i0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h57ad36ee18

Centers on MusicplayOnline

Tideo - How to Play:
1.Form two lines of partners facing each other (maximum 6 per line). Ideally, use two sets.
2.The head couple steps down the alley: step-close, step-close, step-close, step-close.
3.0n “Jinglin’, jinglin’, jinglin’ Joe” - partners join hands and jump, alternating heels: left, right, left,
right.
4.0n“Jingle at the window” - all students pat the rhythm: RLRLRL.
5.0n “ti-de” - clap your own hands twice.
6.0n “0” - clap both of your partner’s hands.
7.Repeat the sequence as indicated in the song.
8.For a visual demonstration, review the kids’ demo on MusicplayOnline.
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Tideo - Beat and Rhythm, Solfa Interatives:
* Use the interactives to connect musical concepts with the singing games
» Complete these activities as a whole class before starting center activities

Beat and Rhythm Interactives: Solfa Interactives:
Tideo - Is it One Sound or Two? (Notes) L‘lﬂ'&?.um . > ?
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Rhythm Puzzle:

Print “Beat and Rhythm Worksheets” and cut out rhythm cards (pp. 2-3).

Students sort rhythms for the “A” section of Tideo.

When finished, students say and clap the rhythms for the teacher.

If time allows, students play the rhythms using unpitched instruments or body percussion.

Write the Rhythms:
* Print pp. S of the “Beat and Rhythm Worksheets”.
* Placein plastic folder.
e Students write out the rhythm.

Solfa Worksheet:
e Print “Solfa Challenge” worksheet.
e Two options are available.
e Optional: Place in plastic folder.
e Students write out the solfa.

Play the Melody:

* Under “Arrangements” select “Boomwhackers”.

 Here, different ways to display the melody are
available.

 Kidsnotes, Colored Notes, or Standard Notation.

* Select one option, and students try playing the
melody.

» Use Boomwhackers, Orff Instruments, etc.
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Solfa or Rhythm Flashcard Button Match

* Go to the Solfa or Rhythm practice section.

e Select the rhythms or solfa tone set you are
working on.

 Under “Extra Resources” select the PDF for _ n
flashcards. _ﬁ S ———

* Print out 8 or more flashcards, then '
program the buttons to match the
flashcards.

e Students match the button to the flashcard.

S

MUsicpiay
© 2025 Themes & Variations Inc. For classroom use only. All rights reserved. ONLINE



Recorder Centers...

* Place students in groups based: Recorder Center Options:
o Skill Level e Group or Digital Game
o Mixed Ability * Worksheet Bundle
o Behavioural Considerations * Practice Center
* Four has worked best in my room. e Small Group Instruction

e Try to bring in familiar games and activities.

¢ Short 15-minute whole-class instruction, then e
rotate through centers during remaining class é %E
timne that week. 09

[e]e]

Group or Digital Games: et L
Recorder Matching Center: d E @

* Play as a center or whole class game. 88 ) n
» Can select notes you are working on. pe——

* Baroque and German fingerings available. ‘s E @ ® O
: [ I

Staff Beanbag Toss: ) -
* Use painter’s tape to make a S-line staff on the floor or walll.
* Mark 2-and 3-point throw lines.
 Students pick a note and throw.
* Land on the correct note = earn that many points.
e Miss? Earn 1 point by naming the note you landed on.
* Track scores.
e Play in teams or as a center!
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Digital Games on MusicplayOnline:

Rhythm Racing Space Music Adventure Coconut Chaos
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Worksheet Bundles:
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Printable recorder
worksheets in the
Recorder Kit 1 on
MusicplayOnline
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Digital Games on MusicplayOnline:

Rhythm Racing
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Practice Center:
* Repertoire available on MusicplayOnline and Musicplay Store.

The Recorder The Recorder

Resource Kit 1| | Resource Kit 2
Teacher’s Guide

= Student Practice Becords
= Listening Activiies.
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Small Group
* Use for individual student feedback and assessment:
Skill Descriptor Always | Mostly |Somewhat | Mot Yet
3 points | 2 points | 1 point 0 points
Tone Plays with a gentle, beautiful tone
Tonguing Starts the note with “too”
Legato Connects notes
Fingerings Uses correct fingerings
Finger Position Covers holes completely, uses fingerpads
Rhythms Plays rhythm correctly
Fluency Plays complete examples on the first attempt
Difficulty This is a difficult solo
Rehearsal Skills Student quietly waits turn to play
27 possible points Student's Point Total:
*Include a copy of this rubric and a recording of the student performance in their portfolio

Centers from Musicplay Store:

S Y A NORIRY B2 R .. Includes:

s SUPER SIMPLE JJF ER Sf VIPLE S
< Music Centers  CEEUIISASCHCE IR e colorcoples
f Kindergarten & Grade 1 |. Cradee 2 &5 " Audio tracks

e Teacher's guide
* Organizational materials
e Teaching notes and

Slmple Prep ¢ Simple Instructions ¢ Super Engagement .i
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% SUPER Student Engagement! . suggestions

> {(° 15 centers with teachers notes, printables, and audio | ®
) * Beat, rhythm, melody, tempo, high/low, dynamics

'. * FUN activities: games, playdough, instrument play, “:
) body percussion, music listening, and composition 9
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Includes:
e 7review worksheets and 10
games
* 6 sets of gameboards for
“Scales and Slides” and
“Racetrack” games
e Comes with 25 dice
e Usefor:
o Class review
o Centers
o Substitute Teacher

Includes:
* 4-5 copies of every game,
 All reproducibles
* Resources for Note Names,
Tempo, Dynamics, and
Terms & Symbols!
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Kit 2: Grades 3-6
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Looking for More?

Scan QR Code for
Links to our Social
Media Platforms and
Newsletters
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