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Welcome

Music centers can feel overwhelming—but when they’re set up intentionally, they become one of
the most powerful tools in the elementary music room. This handout is designed to walk you
through how to actually make centers work, using the same examples, visuals, and ideas
shared in the webinar.

Purpose of this handout: « Support implementation after the webinar « Clarify
setup, organization, and management ¢ Give you ideas you can use
immediately—without extra prep

Why Music Centers Work

Music centers are effective because they:

e Increase student engagement and
motivation

e Allow students to work in small,
collaborative groups

e Provide meaningful review and
reinforcement of musical concepts
through active music-making
Support one-on-one and small-group assessment
Offer variety in instruction while keeping learning intentional

Centers work best when they are purposeful, organized, and predictable.




Core Components of Effective Music Centers

Every successful music center includes:

Clear learning objectives (what musical skill is being practiced?)
Simple, student-friendly directions

Materials prepared in advance

Accountability piece (worksheet, performance check or reflection)
Predictable routine that students recognize and follow

Types of Music Centers

e Performance Centers
o Recorder, ukulele, barred instruments
o Rhythm play-along cards
o Partner permanence challenges
e Listening Centers
o Composer or genre listening maps
o Instrument Identification
o Guided listening questions
o Movement or drawing responses
e Literacy & Theory Centers
o Rhythm building with manipulatives
o Note-naming games
o Music vocabulary matching
o Form and pattern activities
e Creation Centers
o Rhythm or melody composition
o Improvisation prompts
o Digital composition apps



Getting Started with Centers

Before setting up centers, ask yourself:

Which grade levels will use centers?

What musical concept(s) do | want students to practice or reinforce?

How can | arrange my room to allow space and movement?

How many students should be in each group? (3—4 works best; 5 if needed)

Teacher Tip: Use arrows and numbered center signs to make transitions smoother
and reduce confusion.

Preparing Centers with Minimal Prep

Once you know your concepts:
1. Select the centers you'll use for each class ::ﬁ%ﬁ@%-i
2. Create a master supply list for each center (dice, tokens, :—jﬁ( oodis Wi |
clothespins, etc.) .
3. Copy, laminate, and cut materials all at once
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Store each center in a large zip-top bag or container
5. Plan simple differentiation strategies for students who need support

This up-front prep saves time all year long.




Organizing Your Room for Success

To keep centers running smoothly:

Center Group Card:
Class: o
Group Name:

Group Members

Lay out centers so students can access materials easily
Assign students to groups ahead of time
Use a Center Group Card to track group members
Use a Center Tracking Sheet to record rotations

Display rotation order using arrows or station signs
Prepare listening stations in advance
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Differentiation Strategies

Provide challenge cards for early finishers
Use visual supports and icons
Adjust tempo, pitch range, or rhythmic complexity

Allow multiple ways to show understanding (play, write, move, speak)

Rotation & Management Tips

Consistency =

independence.

Number each center or clearly name it (Rhythm Station, Recorder Station, etc.)
Use rotation arrows so students always know where to go next

Keep rotations consistent from class to class
Teach expectations before centers begin
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Ready-to-Use Center Resources

These resources were shared as reliable, classroom-tested options:

Musicplay Store Resources
e Super Simple Centers — Kit 1 (K-1)
e Super Simple Centers — Kit 2 (Grades 2-3)
e Music Centers by Veronica Harper — Kits 1 & 2 (Grades 3-5)

These kits reduce prep time while providing engaging, skill-based activities.
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Center Examples from the Webinar

Below are examples of centers shared, along with how they function in the classroom.

Cosmic Rhythms

e Three levels of rhythm cards (K-5)
e Game cards add excitement and strategy
e Students practice rhythm reading in a low-stress, game-based format

Game Cards: Rhythm Cards:
Level T Level 2: Level 3:

Loud & Quiet: Sort and Create



e Students sort sounds by dynamics
e Includes hands-on sorting and creative application
e Strong visual support for younger learners

Loud and Quiet Cards:
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Hide, Sing, and Play

e Familiar songs reduce cognitive load
e Encourages singing, listening, and memory skills
e Do this as a whole class activity first, since most Kindergarteners can’t read yet

NBCEBRIGIE ]

W/e 30 Z]

Rhythm Tracker



Simple and engaging for all ages
Multiple tracker cards allow easy differentiation
Cards use ta, titi, rest, half note and tika tika.
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Squishy Staff

e Uses play-doh to build notes on the staff
e Excellent for kinesthetic learners
e All instruction cards and visuals are included

Instrument Name Sound Sort




e Sound sorting with instrument visuals
e Reinforces timbre and instrument recognition

Objectives:

Instructions:
P |

Instrument Name Sound Sort:
Student Instructions
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Animal Snap Rhythms

e Two skill levels included

e Easy setup and fast gameplay
e Ideal for rhythm reinforcement
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Beat Keeper




e One student conducts while others track the beat
e Encourages steady beat and leadership

Note Name Treasure Hunt

e Dice-based game.
e Cards come printed on very thick cardstock.
e Focuses on letter names.

Dynamics Dash

e Dice-based game.
e Focuses on dynamics terminology.
e Let kids study the cheat sheet for 2 minutes if unfamiliar with dynamics terminology.




Don’t Break the Instruments

Uses the game ‘Don’t Break the Ice’

Focuses on Instrument family identification.

This center comes from Pitch Publications on TPT.

It has 9 different games including one for rhythm, dynamics, ukulele,
recorder, treble clef and more. $3 each or $18 for all 9 games.

Xylophone Composing Center

Great center made by Tracy King on TPT

Focuses on Composition using cards with pictures of Xylophone bars.
Ok to share barred instruments - 2 to an instrument and by taking turns.
One student can be composing while the other is playing the instrument.

Fishin’ for a Melody

e By David Row on TPT
e Take four cards and put them in any order that you want.
e Students should play their composition on xylophone, piano, or

These are BAG, BAGE,D, and BAGC’D’



Just Buggy & Wipeout

e Written by Tami Mangusso at ariosostudio.com.
e Uses turtles, bugs, frogs, and bug tongs for an exciting center for
kids.

® Focuses on Rhythm Reading.

(Additional centers from the webinar follow the same structure: clear instructions, minimal prep,
and built-in engagement.)

Materials & Classroom Tools

Common supplies used across centers:

Dice and game pieces

Small manipulatives (bugs, turtles, blocks)
Clipboards or laminated boards

Timers (dental timers work well!)

Zip-top bags or plastic containers

Store by concept.

Label everything clearly to save time and reduce questions.

Resources


http://ariosostudio.com

Where to find items that | used in my centers

Turtles
https://www.amazon.com/dp/BODXKJ3GFK?ref=ppx_vo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title

1" Square Colored Blocks
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09171RP7Z?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title&th=1

Dice
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09VZ6N9GL ?ref=ppx_vo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title

Bugs
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0D22JJ4J4?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title

Bug Tongs
https://www.amazon.com/dp/BOCG64JHBS5?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt b _fed_asin_title

e David Row’s Center Rotation Cards
e https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Station-Signs-for-Music-Centers-Elementary-Mu
sic-Learning-Centers-4323428



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DXKJ3GFK?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09171RP7Z?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09VZ6N9GL?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0D22JJ4J4?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CG64JHB5?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Station-Signs-for-Music-Centers-Elementary-Music-Learning-Centers-4323428
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Station-Signs-for-Music-Centers-Elementary-Music-Learning-Centers-4323428

Final Thoughts

Music centers allow us to:

e Meet students where they are
e Encourage independence and collaboration
e Create meaningful musical experiences for every learner

“The true purpose of music education is not performance alone, but to give every
child a way to experience, understand, and create music.”

Centers help make that purpose a daily reality.

Thank you for being here! | hope these ideas help you bring calm, creativity, and confidence
into your music room. | hope to connect with you again soon.

— Barb Philipak, bphilipak@fz.k12.mo.us
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