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In today’s presentationIn today’s presentation
Teachers will learn Halloween songs and activities!

Sing & Move!

Use a variety of classroom instruments, including ones that we may

rarely use!

Use props such as scarves and fans!



Birds & BatsBirds & Bats
Units - Festivals & Holidays - Halloween - Spooky Animal Songs

Listed  under 2nd grade songs!
Great for 6/8, minor, seasonal music, performing improvised movement, and

playing a chord bordun!

3rd



Birds & BatsBirds & Bats
Birds & bats fly through the sky

Through the sky, through the sky
Birds & bats fly through the sky

On this October night!
The treats in the bag go clinkety clank,

clinkety clank, clinkety clank.
The treats in the bag go clinkety clank

on this October night.
The silly old skeleton rattles his bones,

rattles his bones, rattles his bones.
The silly old skeleton rattles his bones

on this October night.



Birds & BatsBirds & Bats
Start with the song

Lyric video, then learn by rote

Add props/sound effects
Veil fans/scarves/ribbons for “fly through the sky”
Castanets for “clickety clank”
Vibraslap or claves  for “rattle his bones”
If no supplies, body movement/acting/BP!



Birds & BatsBirds & Bats
Next, you can add chord bordun on

metallophones & glockenspiels (or xylos)

Then you can have 1/2 the class on movement and
sound effects, and the other 1/2 playing barred

instruments!



Birds & BatsBirds & Bats
Extension!

Rondo? Improv in minor?

A - Song/performance/chord bordun
B - Improv
A - Song
C - Improv
etc.



Birds & BatsBirds & Bats

Other Resources
Under supporting resources, if you click on “orff” you’ll find an orff arrangement. 

Under song activities you’ll find other ideas for how to use and present this song!
(Like examples of how to make it cross-curricular tying in Stellaluna or a science presentation on bats!)



The Little Old Lady Who Was
Not Afraid of Anything!

The Little Old Lady Who Was
Not Afraid of Anything!

Units - Holidays - Halloween - Storybook Lessons
Video & Sound Effects by Ms. Jackson

K-3rd



The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!
She uses the following to play along with for the

Shoes, Pants, Shirt, Gloves, Hat, Pumpkin Head 

I use this as an opportunity to play the instruments I don’t
get to use that often! Like a slapstick, castanets, a

vibraslap, cabasa, thunder tube and more! 



The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!

Here is an example of
those silly
assignments!

Thunder Tube

Castanets

Vibraslap

Slapstick

Cabasa/Maracas

Large Drum



The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!
There are days when we can’t use
instruments!

Time constraints

Location change

I don’t have time to go over
instrument etiquette or rotate

Behavior concerns

Body Percussion & Silly Movements
are the solution!

Or if you have the physical props you
can act out the whole book!

Wiggle Body

Stomp (Stamp)

Grab brim & nod

Claps

Shake Hands

Boo! Hands



The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything!

Downloadable slide to
present the order on your
screen/smartboard, or
print if no tech!



Start with a story!
Little boy is naughty - steals/gets caught!
Runs away to the forrest
Finds a mountain with a door in the side
Enters, very dark, sees no one (but they see him!)
Trolls! Mountain King! Captured! Placed in Troll jail!
Guard falls asleep and he steals the key
He doesn’t want to get caught, so he begins to tiptoe out (music begins here)
As he’s exiting through the tunnels, the trolls start to notice him and tell their troll
friends, and he begins to run faster and faster so as not to get caught
He jumps through the final door and promises never to run away from home again!

In the Hall of the Mountain
King

In the Hall of the Mountain
King

K/1st



In the Hall of the Mountain KingIn the Hall of the Mountain King
Two ways I’ve performed this!

Follow the leader around the room changing
levels/tempo/types of movement (props?)

Low to the ground - slow - tiptoe
Up tall - fast - running in place/quick feet/jumping

Seated on the floor - legs extended - hands/arms movements
tapping head - shoulders - waist/hips - knees -toes



In the Hall of the Mountain
King

In the Hall of the Mountain
King

Pair it with Tap it here, Tap it there song/game!
Here we can actually label tempos if we want to!

Great for experiencing
Tempo changes!



Tap it here, Tap it there!Tap it here, Tap it there!
Found under Grade 2 songs or Concept-Tempo

Song & Bean Bag Activity, Individual or Whole Group!

Model bean bag mvmt
Practice w/ invisible bean bag (review expectations! )
Circle Up
To get bean bag “Pass it to a friend” all the way around the circle to get the direction
Then practice at a slow tempo (maybe label Largo)
Repeat at other tempos, label 
Perform with music

K/1st



Smelly Brew Rondo Interactive ActivitySmelly Brew Rondo Interactive Activity
2nd/3rd



Spooky Word RhythmsSpooky Word Rhythms

Could be spoken, tapped in the palm of your hand, or played to with some percussion instruments

1st



Where’s My Mummy?Where’s My Mummy?

Great cool down activity for littles!
Opportunity for vocal sound effects/ Vocal Exploration

K-2nd

Read Aloud



In a Dark, Dark Wood
Dynamics Interactive Activity

In a Dark, Dark Wood
Dynamics Interactive Activity

3rd-5th



In a Dark, Dark Wood
Dynamics Activity

In a Dark, Dark Wood
Dynamics Activity

Worksheet version under
“In a Dark, Dark Room”
same idea but printable!



Hey there kids October is here.
Spooky things are far and near.

Skeletons will come to say,
“Hope you have a scary day.”

Black cats show us what you do.
Count to 8 and you’ll be through.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

October is Here!October is Here!

Great song just to sing! Also a great mixer!
Mixer: Have the students find a partner during the verse,  “patty cake” on 1-8

2nd

Units - Festivals & Holidays - Halloween - Seasonal Songs
Also listed under Kinder Songs



Pass the Broom!Pass the Broom!

Pass the broom around the circle!
Don’t you let it drop!
I don’t want to have the broomstick
when the music stops!

Units - Festivals & Holidays - Halloween - Witch Songs

4th/5th



Pass the Broom!Pass the Broom!
“Keep a steady beat with me”

Pat together, T sings the song to introduce it
“Now keep it in your hands!”
“Now try some snaps”
“Now keep it in your feet”
“Now walk it around”
 “Circle up in 16" (count) 
End in game formation (circle) 



 Hot-Potato style!

Pass the ball to the steady beat around the circle.

The person with the ball on the word “stops” is out.

Tempo speeds up as the game continues.

**If the teacher plays, winner gets a prize!**

Pass the Broom! The Game!Pass the Broom! The Game!



This is a game I do with 4th grade in Oct/Nov and they ask for it
through May!

It is one of a handful of times they experience minor

More Possibilities:
1st/2nd  beat vs rhythm, match the rhythm to the words,
interactive activity
Bean bags - Each can feel the steady beat,  turn it into a
partner game tossing to each other on “stops”
Take it outside! Whole class with a ball, or bean bag partners

Pass the Broom! The Game!Pass the Broom! The Game!



Thank
You!
Thank
You!

Ashley Reyes
K-5 Elem Music Teacher
NEISD - San Antonio, TX
areyes8@neisd.net


