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What We Will Learn:

Align your curriculum outcomes with relevant activities on Musicplay Online.
Identify and integrate assessment tools available on Musicplay Online into your teaching practice.
Explore practical and accessible assessment strategies to implement in your classroom.

Formative Summative

Ongoing evaluations used during the
learning process to monitor student
progress and provide feedback for
improvement. It helps adjust teaching
methods and support students'
learning needs.

A final evaluation, typically at the end
of a unit or course, that measures
student learning and achievement,
often used for assigning grades or
determining overall performance.

Questions to Consider:

What does your district curriculum specify to teach?1.
 Choose expectations based on the curriculum’s priorities.

What reporting will you do, and how many expectations can you assess each term?2.
 Focus on the most important ones (e.g., steady beat, pitch matching, rhythm reading).

How much teaching time do you have?3.
 Select what you can realistically teach within the available time.

Assessment Planning Tips:

K-6 music students typically have 30-60 minutes per week, so assessment time is limited!
Plan Assessments Ahead: Include assessments in your yearly plan.1.
Focus on One Concept per Term: Assess one musical concept per term (e.g., steady beat in term
one) instead of trying to assess everything.

2.

Align with School/District Requirements: Know what outcomes are required on the report card (e.g.,
only 3 outcomes to assess).

3.

Don’t Over-Assess: Keep the number of outcomes manageable.4.
Assess Both Skills and Concepts:5.

Skills: Singing, playing instruments, moving, listening, reading/writing, and creating.
Concepts: Beat/rhythm, pitch, expression (dynamics, tempo, articulation), tone color (timbre),
and form.
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Concepts vs. Skills:

Lesson Planning Section:

Performance Evidence:
Recorded or live performances (singing, playing instruments, rhythm exercises) to assess melody,
rhythm, and musical expression.

Written Evidence:
Completed worksheets, rhythm writing, and music theory exercises to assess knowledge of musical
notation, rhythms, and terms.

Observation:
Teacher anecdotal notes and participation checklists to track student behavior, engagement, and
musical skills during class activities.

Creative Projects:
Student drawings, stories, or compositions that reflect their understanding of music concepts like
mood, tempo, and dynamics.

Audio/Video Evidence:
Audio or video recordings of performances, group activities, or student responses to show progress
in musical skills and understanding.

Listening and Responding:
Verbal or written responses to music, identifying elements like tempo, dynamics, and mood.

Group Collaboration:
Evidence from ensemble activities, group performances, and collaborative projects.

Peer/Self-Assessment:
Student reflections and peer feedback, where students assess their own or others’ performance,
offering insight into their self-awareness and growth.
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Knowing the content doesn't necessarily mean students can effectively apply or perform that
concept in their classroom music-making. Both understanding and practical ability are equally
important, and it's crucial to consider both in your assessment practices to get a well-rounded
view of student progress.

Evidence of Learning:

Overview Section:
Concert and Festivals Permissions
Music Advocacy Posters (English and French)
Equity and Diversity info
Scope and Sequence
What We Will Learn posters (English and French)
Substitute Plans
Year Plans
Highlights - easy way to see John Jacobson content
Curriculum Correlations
I Can Statements!

https://musicplayonline.com/collections/teacher-zone/?modal=resource-group-9


What We Will Learn Posters:

Assessment Planning Tools:

Select Grade Level
Find assessment tools under
supporting resources.
PDF - Includes rubrics and
editable documents.
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Assessment Examples - Steady Beat

To Assess: 
Play a song that involves students keeping a steady beat through activities like clapping, patting,
tapping, or other movements. 
Observe and assess their ability to keep the beat while singing and moving to the song. 
Play a listening example and have the children find their own way to keep a beat.
Observe and assess their ability to keep the beat while playing instruments.
Track on a “Beat Chart”.

Action Leader - Musicplay Kindergarten -
General Songs Sam the Robot Man - Musicplay 1 - Song #5

Copycat Game:
Listen Kit 1 #36 Gigue, by Handel

Copycat is great. 
Choose 4 leaders
Or do body percussion animated
playalong on MPO

Listen as I Play the Beat - Musicplay Kindergarten - Song #4
Teaching Suggestions: Use this chant to practice
keeping a steady beat as students are introduced
to many different unpitched percussion
instruments and their classification. Use the chant
for students to practice taking turns and passing
an instrument to the next student in the circle.

Listen as I  play the beat.

Gee this drum sounds really neat!

1 - 2- 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 - 8
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Beat Tag - Games and Centers Unit
Game Instructions: Start with students patting strong beats and clapping weak beats on a drum.
Stand up and have students step only on strong beats. Select 2 students as "It"; they also step on
strong beats but can tag anyone they reach.
Out students can sit or move to a designated spot. Decide if students stay put at the start or have
time to move away from "It.” Students can count how many "outs" they get per round. Use the game
to practice different meters like 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, and 6/8.

Beat Charts:
To Assess: 

Sing a short, familiar simple 16 beat reading song or chant
such as “Engine, Engine #9.” 
While they sing, have the children tap the beat on a beat
chart.
Download a beat chart for the songs listed above or a
generic version from musicplayonline.com – documents.
Observe and assess as they sing and tap the beat.

ASSESSMENT TIP #1
How to be efficient when doing

whole class observations.

Line students up in alphabetical order before you begin,
then use class list to track observations.
Make a seating chart template. List outcome and/or rubric
at the top, then track observations.
Video in class, then look over after. This works great and can
allow you to be more present in class, but can be time
consuming to watch afterwards.
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You can find these in the “Rhythm Practice”.
Select the rhythms you want to assess. (25 Levels!)
4 and 8 beat options.
Choice of video, flashcard, or interactive.
Go down your class list, having each child read one
or two flashcards. 

Rhythm Reading Assessments:

Rhythm Reading - Embed with Singing Games:

Assessment Examples - Rhythm Reading and Writing:

To Assess: 
Flashcard assessment.
Embed with singing games.
Rhythmic dictation - notate grade level rhythm patterns you hear.
Beat/rhythm printable and interactives.
Create and play with word rhythms.
Interactive games.

Select 4 flashcards with rhythms you want to target for a “B”
section.
Set students up in rows (in alphabetical order!) with
instrument of choice.
Sing the song, then first group plays the 4 rhythm cards. 
Track your observations based on the rhythm reading rubric.
Change up the cards with each new group.

Musicplay Grade 2 - Song #16

Musicplay Grade 4 - Song #26

Print and cut Rhythm Flashcards (choose rhythms students can read).
Place the flashcards in a pumpkin.
As students sing, pass the pumpkin around.
At the end of the song, or on a signal, the student with the pumpkin pulls a
rhythm and claps it. The class echoes.
The student who clapped becomes the first in a rhythm chain.
The second student claps their rhythm, then both turn away so the class
remembers both rhythms.
If successful, keep adding to the chain. How many rhythms can your
students remember?
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Print out copies of the “Rhythm Dictation Worksheet”.
Select 5 rhythms for students to write. (Options are provided in assessment worksheets).
I clap a pattern – they clap it back, I clap again - they clap it back, then write it down. Students can
raise hands if they need to hear it again.
I mark this based on accuracy on each beat and if they are writing the rhythms correctly. (Total
mark out of 20). 

Rhythmic Dictation:

Is it age appropriate?
Does it accurately reflect what students know?
Is it fair?Beat/Rhythm Interactives and

Worksheets for Every Reading
Song on Musicplay Online.

Beat and Rhythm Interactives and Worksheets:

ASSESSMENT TIP #2
Consider the assessment

method or tool you are using.

Create with Rhythms:
You can assess rhythm reading, writing, playing and creating in ONE assessment!

Rhythm sort and create with a reading song.
Word rhythms:

Song Sort Printable (Beat/Rhythm Worksheets).
Custom Word Rhythm Generator
Create a B Section for song using word rhythms.
Rhythm Composition Tool

Song Sort:
Print onto cardstock and cut out.
Store in ziplock bags.
Students sort the song. 
Students decide how to play the
rhythm of the song on body
percussion or instruments.
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Interactive Games:

Assessment Examples - Pitch Matching (In-Tune Singing)

To Assess: 
Solo singing and improvisation opportunities.
Embed into singing games.
Tuning Fork 
3 second listen
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Solo Singing and Improvisaion:
Hello Attendance:

Hello Charlie, Hello Mrs. Werner
Improvise Question/Answer:

Use a pretend microphone.
What’s your favourite ice cream flavor?

Melody the Elephant:
Ask Melody to do tricks! (She only understands a singing voice)

Brown Bear Story:
Try with final page of story
Try with stuffies in a circle after reading the story.

Singing Games with Solo Singing:

Musicplay Grade 2 - Song #32

Other Guessing Games on Musicplay Online:
Cuckoo
Tommy Tiddlemouse
Mr. Potato Head
Who’s That?
Down Came Johnny

Call/Response Songs:

Other Call/Response Songs on Musicplay Online:
I’m the Fastest Turkey
John the Rabbit
The Other Day
Haul on the Bowlin’
Going on a Bear Hunt

Musicplay Grade 1 - Song #104

Pitch Matching:
Tuning Fork:

Use class list order.
Strike tuning fork and hold up to students’ ear.
Student sings the note they hear.

3 Second Listen:
Use for large groups or quick assessments.
Have the class line up in alphabetical order.
Students sing as a group, often with a recording.
Listen to each student for about 3 seconds.
Record each student’s grade on the class list.

ASSESSMENT TIP #3
Consider Social Influences

We never want to put students in a situation where they
feel uncomfortable or embarrassed.
Create a classroom culture where students feel safe. 
A student won't provide an accurate reflection of their
progress if they feel uncomfortable or nervous.
A great work around for this is centers!
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Assessment Examples - Melody Reading and Writing:

To Assess: 
Flashcard Assessments
Match the Melody
Melodic Dictation
Melody Playback Game
Solfa interactive and printable worksheets.
Melody Composition Tool

Solfa Practice Section:
Flashcards
Melody Hunt Game
Echo Sing Videos
Poison Solfa
Read Handsigns
Read Notation
Listen and Sing
Reading Assessments
Dictation Assessments

Match the Melody:

Solfa or Note Worksheets and Interactives:

These are included with all reading songs!

Melody Playback Game:

Includes 33 tone sets and
gives options for solfa, note
names, and scale degrees.

Melody Composition Ideas: Melody Composition Tool:
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Assessment Examples - Expressive Elements:

To Assess: 
Whole Class Visuals (Signals or Cards)
Exit Cards
Worksheets
Listening Logs

Teach the motions.
Try it at a variety of tempos.

Chester is in Artie Almeida’s new
resource, Singing Fun and Games.

Chester - Singing Fun and Games (Artie Almedia)

Tempo Assessment Ideas: 

Dynamics Unit

Includes resource list of songs,
games, learning modules, and
music listening examples.
Playalongs - select loud or quiet
with rhythms or poems.
Loud/Quiet Game - use visual cues
for student answers while playing
the game.
Pop Quiz Game
More flashcards and worksheet
assessments in the unit.

Dynamic Assessment Ideas: 

Includes resource list of songs,
games, learning modules, and
music listening examples.
Tempo Interactive - multi-level
options to try rhythm playalongs
at different tempos. 
Games and interactives.
More flashcards and worksheet
assessments in the unit.

Tempo Unit
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Listening Logs:

Questions?

Wednesday Webinars

Musicplay Newsletter

Musicplay Teachers Facebook

Musicplay YouTube

Musicplay Instagram

Register:
https://workshops.musicplay.ca/c

ourses/sing-dance-play-2025-
live-in-st-louis/ 

Scan QR Code for Links to
our Social Media Platforms

and Newsletters

Self-Assessments:

Listening selections for
grades 1 to 5 are included in

the listening section. You
can search for selections to

move with plates, cups,
ribbons, scarves, rhythm

play along, or buy composer.
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